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Pressure to Open 9/11 Victims’ Fund Growing

PEARL, from page 1

Shaikh Mohammed, an Idamic extremist ac-
cused of organizing the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attackson theWorld Trade Center and Penta:
gon.

“She asked us to begin to look at the leg-
idative options” said David Rhemes, a lob-
byist and lawyer with Covington & Burling
who represents Mariane Pearl.

Thelobbyingeffort by Pearl’ swidowissure
todraw new attentiontoeffortson Capitol Hill
by other victims of a Qaeda terrorisn who
hopeto gain accessto the $6 billion compen-
sation fund.

But Pearl’s efforts also could threaten leg-
idation sponsored by Sen. Arlen Specter (R-
Pa).

Specter hopes to move legidation through
the Judiciary Committee next month that
would expand the fund to include the 37
Americanskilled by a Qaeda attacks on the
World Trade Center in 1993, the U.S. em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 and
the USS Colein 2000.

However, Specter’slegidation excludesfi-
nancia compensationfor other victimsof ter-
rorism, including thetwo U.S. Postal Service
employees killed in the unsolved anthrax at-

tacksin late 2001 and — perhaps more Sg-
nificantly — the scores of Americans killed
in the Oklahoma City bombings nine years
ago thisweek.

By adding yet another person to the 9/11
Fund, Pearl and her lobbyists could encour-
ageother victimsof terrorismtoadd their own
exemptionsto the digibility requirements—
including a huge class of victims of the Ok-
lahoma City tragedy.

“Adding OklahomaCity intothehill istan-
tamounttokillingit,” said JamesCooper-Hill,
a lawyer who represents the 17 sailors who
died when d Qaeda operdtives in Yemen
dammed a boatload of explosives into the
Cole.“Onceyouaddinthe168victimsof Ok-
lahoma City then you haveabill that requires
aspecid appropriation—andthebill isdead.”

At an average payout of $1.4 million per
victim, supporters of the Specter hill say it
would cost the U.S. Treasury about $50 mil-
lionto cover thoseincluded in hislegidation.
Adding the Oklahoma City victimscould in-
crease that cost fourfold — perhaps more if
the legidation includes payments for the in-
jured aswell asthe deceased.

Stll, there dso are risks that come with
leaving the Oklahoma City victimsout of the

legidation.

The lagt time the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee tried to approve the legidation it fal-
tered when Sen. Don Nickles (R-Okla) in-
dgted that it include the victims in his home
date.

As aresult, Pearl’s new €ffort has dicited
only atepid response from those pressing the
cases of other d Qaedavictims.

“If that bill goes to markup and someone
says‘Let'sadd Ms. Pearl, you will not hear
aword of oppogtion from me. But I'm not
going to bat for her,” Cooper-Hill said.

KarenHagtieWilliams, whorepresentsvic-
timsof thebombingsinKenya, saidshewould
support including Pearl aslong asthelegida
tion is not expanded to include al victims of
terrorism.

“1 believethat anyonewhoisavictim of a
Qaeda should be able to make a case” said
Williams, alobbyist with Crowell & Moring.
“But | don’t think that it followsthat you open
it up to any kind of terrorism case. Al Qaeda
must be responsible”

The September 11th Victims Compensa:
tion Fund wascrested by Congressshortly &f-
ter theterrorist attacksinWashingtonand New
York to head off billionsof dollarsin lawsuits

againg the U.S. airlineindustry.

Nearly al victims of theterrorist attacksor
their families gpplied for thefund’s$6 hillion
in reparations by the Dec. 31 deadline.

In March, the fund's administrator, Ken-
neth Feinberg, rejected Mariane Pearl’s ap-
plication on the grounds that Congress creat-
edthefundtocompensateonly thosewhodied
inNewYork, Virginiaor Pennsylvaniaasare-
sult of terrorism on Sept. 11, 2001.

Soon after the death of her husband, Mari-
anePearl retained Covington & Burlingtoget
her financia house in order and to “help her
pursue justice for Danny in terms of investi-
geatingthecauseof hisdeathand holdingthose
who caused it answerable” according to her
attorney, Rhemes.

“Money was not an issue for her until she
had done all she felt she could do, and then
shebeganlookingtothefutureandtaking care
of her infant son in aSituation where she can
no longer rely on Danny’s sdary,” he added.

Rhemes, whoisworking pro bono, said he
is looking at severa legidative options on
Capitol Hill.

“At this point we haven't determined what
wewill do,” Rhemessaid. “Wearelooking at
all of the options”

Handbook Offers Tips on Avoiding Travel Scandals
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study of separate Congressiond sex scandals
involvingformer Rep. Gary Condit (D-Calif.)
and current Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass).

Condit lost his re-election in 2002 after it
wasreveded he had are ationship with miss-
ingWashingtonintern ChandraL evy, wholat-
er turned up dead in Rock Creek Park. Con-
dit denied having anything to dowith her dis-
appearance or murder.

The scanda involving Frank emerged in
1989 when news emerged that he was en-
gaged in agay relationship with a convicted
felon who was running a prostitution service
out of Frank’s Capitol Hill apartment.

But Fitch points out that Frank’s survival
and Condit’sdemisehad moreto dowith how
they confrontedthei r respectivecrisesthanthe
facts of the matters themsdlves.

For one, Frank issued afull letter of gpol-
ogy to hiscongtituents, admitting that whet he
did“waswrong” and madeit clear that heac-
cepted responsibility for his actions. He not
only cooperated withaninvestigationintothe
debacle by the House Committee on Stan-
dardsand Official Conduct, Fitch adds, here-
quested it and dedlt with the mediaregularly,
holdinglong newsconferencesandtellinghis
side of what had happened.

Condit, by contrast, refused to take respon-
ghility for his actions, acted defensively, not
apologeticaly, and appeared to be unhelpful
in investigations launched by both the police
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Brad Fitch’sbook provides case studies
of the scandals surrounding Rep. Barney
Frank and ex-Rep. Gary Condit (right).

and private investigators hired by the Levy
family.

Fitch suggested that Condit might have
been able to save his own hide had he stuck
to two basic tenets— “full disclosure early”
and “be motivated by public interest, not pri-
vateinterest.”

The“Crids’ chapter dso hashdpful hints
for helping lawmakers to avoid travel scan-
dals. Some of Fitch'skey points:

« Don't go anywhere sunny or fun;

« Don't go anywhere outside the United
States with indoor plumbing;

 Don't go anywhere with spouses;

« Don't use government planes or helicop-
tersfor personal use; and

« Don’t go on any trip without afull itiner-
ary.

Chapter seven, “Deding With the Princi-
pa,” providesanamusing and candid portrait
of thetypesof bosses one might encounter on
the Hill (or elsawhere) and how to dedl with
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them as apublic relations professional.

Fitch describes the “They're Out to Get
Me’ boss who is paranoid when it comesto
the media. He aso vividly explainsthe chal-
lenges of working with the “media hog” or
the “media mouse,” and he outlines how to
“defuse the exploding principal

“Let the principa vent on you,” Fitch sug-
gedts. “It's much better if the congressman
blows a gasket at his press secretary than the
editor of alocal paper. Allow the principa to
vent his frugtrations. This might be dl he
needsto get it out of his system.”

Then again, some lawmakers might need
the“join therage” approach.

“1 knew amember of Congresswhowould
blow up at small dightsin one newspaper. At
first his press secretary argued with the mem-
ber point by point, defending the news or-
ganizationand showinghowthecoveragewas
actualy balanced. This only made the mem-
ber even madder and led him to question the
loydty of the press secretary,” Fitch wrote.

“After many battles, the press secretary
tried a different tactic. If the member hit 6.0
onthe Richter Scale, the press secretary hita
7.0. If the member raised hisvoice, the press
secretary shouted and flapped hisarms” the
book noted. “This led to a reversal of roles,
with the member trying to cdm down the
press secretary, worried that his spokesman
wasabout todo somethingrashtoruinhisrep-
utation with the newspaper”
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