TheCapitol.Net’s Executive Conference:
Congressional Dynamics and the Legislative Process

Sample Agenda — see www.CongressionalDynamics.com for schedule
Washington, DC

9:00 Welcome and Introduction
TheCapitol.Net

9:05 Overview of the Legislative Process
Congressional expert

*Why Congress behaves the way it does CD Chapters 2, 3
*Differences between House and Senate procedures CD 7.10, 8.150, 8.151
*Politics and dynamics of the 107t Congress

10:00 Break

10:10 Introduction and Referral of Legislation
Congressional expert

*Where ideas for bills come from CD 8.20
*Drafting of legislation CD 8.20
*Introduction and obtaining cosponsors CD 8.20,8.21, 8.22, 15.01, 15.11
*Referral of bills to committees CD 8.30
*Types of referrals CD 8.30
10:40 The Work of Committees: Hearings, Markups and

Committee Reports
Congressional expert
(A short break will be taken at a convenient time.)

*Types of committees CD 7.50

*Membership of committees

*The work of subcommittees: hearings, markups CD 8.40, 8.50

*Committee reports CD 8.60, 12.10, 15.03, 15.05, 15.12

12:00 Lunch
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Breaks will be taken at appropriate times during the afternoon

1:00 How the Senate Schedules and Votes on Legislation  CD 14.20
Congressional expert

*Senate Calendars CD 8.160, 12.22, 12.23
*Scheduling procedures and the amendment process CD 8.180, 8.220, 15.14, 15.15
*Unanimous consent time agreements; the "hold" CD 8.190, 8.200
*Filibusters; cloture motions CD 8.210, 8.230

How Legislation Gets to the House Floor and House Floor CD 14.10

Procedures
*Rules Committee, open, closed, modified rules CD 8.90, 15.06, 15.07
*House Calendars CD 870, 12.21
*House procedures and the amendment process CD 8.80, 8.100, 8.120
*Committee of the Whole CD 8.110, 15.09
*Suspension of the rules CD 8.80

Reconciling Differences Between the House and Senate

*Reconciling differences "ping-pong" style CD 8.260, 8.270
*Conference committee procedures and reports CD 8280, 15.16, 15.17, 15.18, 15.19
Presidential Action and congressional Response
*Presidential action CD 8.290, 10.20, 15.22
*Veto override CD 8.291
4.25 Complete Conference Evaluations
4:30 Conference Concludes

CD = references to relevant sections in the Congressional Deskbook (www.CongressionalDeskbook.com)
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