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Definitive Guide to Legislative Drafting Released By TheCapitol.Net 
 
ALEXANDRIA, VA – September 18, 2006 –TheCapitol.Net has released the most comprehensive guide 
to legislative drafting available today.  “ ‘Legislative Drafter’s Deskbook: A Practical Guide’ is a 640 
page manual that fills a void for both drafters and those learning to understand legislation,” stated Chug 
Roberts, Publisher of TheCapitol.Net. “Toby Dorsey has taken his expertise as an Attorney in the Office 
of the Legislative Counsel of the U.S. House of Representatives, and shared that knowledge in a 
sophisticated and logical way.” It can be found at www.LegislativeDraftersDeskbook.com. 
 
“The Legislative Drafter’s Deskbook: A Practical Guide is a masterful work,” said William K. Suter, 
Clerk of the United States Supreme Court. “It is an essential tool for anyone who drafts legislation or 
interprets the law.” 
 
“The Legislative Drafter’s Deskbook: A Practical Guide” is accessible to beginners yet remains a 
valuable tool for veterans. The first two chapters present an introduction on drafting and how laws are 
made, and chapter three discusses the courts and interpretation of laws. The next five chapters discuss 
how to think through your policy, how to choose the right measure to take up, effective writing and 
organizing of the statute, and how to use the right style to accomplish your goal. The ninth chapter 
discusses how to affect and amend other laws, and the final chapter deals with how legislative drafters 
work with and in the executive branch. There are eleven appendices filled with indispensable additional 
information.  
 
The author, Tobias A. Dorsey, is an Attorney in the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Before joining the office, he was a trial and appellate lawyer in private practice. Mr. 
Dorsey has taught at drafting seminars and is an active member of various drafting and professional 
associations. He serves on the governing council of the Capitol Hill Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association. He is a member of the bar in Maine, Massachusetts, and California, and a member of the bar 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. Clint Brass wrote Chapter 10, Working in, and Working with, 
the Executive Branch.  
 
 
ABOUT THE COMPANY: 
TheCapitol.Net is a privately held, non-partisan publishing and training company based in Alexandria, 
VA. TheCapitol.Net offers non-partisan media, legislative, and communication training and information 
that show how Washington works. TheCapitol.Net is the exclusive provider of Congressional Quarterly 
Executive Conferences. 
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